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[57] ABSTRACT

An optical pickup apparatus for recording information
signals on an optical recording medium. The apparatus
includes a light source radiating a diverging light flux,
an object lens on which a light flux radiated from said
light source is incident, for converging the light flux on
the optical recording medium, a light flux dividing de-
vice arranged at a position on a light path between the
light source and the object lens at which the light flux
remains a diverging light flux, which light flux dividing
device divests reflected light flux from the optical re-
cording medium out of the light path, a light detection
unit for detecting the reflected light diverted from the
light path by the light flux dividing device, and a polar-
ized light dependent light flux separating device ar-
ranged at a position on a light path between the light
flux dividing device and the light detection device at
which the reflected light flux is a converging light flux.
In this manner, recording characteristics of information
signals may be improved and a simplified structure and
a small size of the apparatus may be realized.

4 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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